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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5983- Home: (217) 348-7553 
89-366 June 26, 1989 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
DR. JUNE KRUTZA TO RETIRE 
CHARLESTON, IL.--Dr. June Krutza, art professor at Eastern Illinois 
University, had no idea when she took her first art class as a senior 
in college that she would go on to teach art for more than 30 years. 
Although Krutza is retiring from Eastern in August, she said she 
will not forget the joy she has received from seeing students' ideas 
and skills develop and sharing with them what art is all about. 
Krutza, who came to Eastern in 1952 to teach art education and high 
school art at Buzzard Laboratory School, has taught a variety of art 
classes since that time, including weaving, jewelry and ceramics. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1 KRUTZA 
She enjoys teaching because of the students. "It's a real joy to 
see the students' abilities develop in a short period of time. It's 
also wonderful to see those students who complete Eastern's one-year 
graduate program in art to go on to a larger university to obtain a 
master in fine arts degree." 
Krutza received her bachelor's degree in biology and English with a 
minor in chemistry at Manchester College in Indiana. She earned a 
master of fine arts degree from Indiana University and a doctorate from 
Ohio State. She has also taken art courses at the Art Institute in 
Chicago. 
Her real love is ceramics. "Once you get clay under your 
fingernails, you can't give it up." she said. "Clay is an interesting 
medium to work with. It's frustrating because your ideas don't always 
come out. Clay is, however, very easy to form and shape. You can do so 
many things with it." 
Krutza, who has had works in ceramics and jewelry in numerous local 
and national exhibitions, is more interested in the form of the piece 
rather than its use. "I especially like bottle shapes," said Krutza, 
who is currently making a 6-foot clay monument which is one in a series 
related to types of ceramic pots and decorations she has taught about 
in her classes. She plans to display it in a show at Eastern's Tarble 
Arts Center August 18-September 10. 
"'Good art', Krutza said, "is not something you can teach in one 
class. I think persons have to be exposed to 'good art' over a long 
period of time before they realize what art is. One has to be 
open-minded to all kinds of art and personal preference is not the main 
criteria of 'good art.' Sometimes we like things for sentimental 
reasons and not for their artistic quality." 
-more-
ADD 2/2/2/2 KRUTZA 
She added, "I've done quite a variety of things during my lifetime. 
I have not kept to one style or idea, but there is continuity in my 
work." 
Although Krutza said she will miss her involvement with students 
and faculty, she plans to do volunteer work and has considered joining 
the Peace Corps. 
Krutza, whose interest in ancient cultures and archeology have 
taken her to such places as India, Japan, Holland, England, Scotland, 
Peru and Mexico, plans to do more travelling. 
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